
MLA Style Guide for Citations 

Citations in the Text: 
 

 Pesticides are a major environmental problem because they pollute the earth’s water.  
Pesticides, which include herbicides, insecticides and fungicides, are used by farmers to kill 
the assorted pests that attack their crops (Beres 11).  DDT is one type of pesticide that was 
banned in the United States in 1972, but is still legal in other countries.  DDT can damage the 
nervous and reproductive systems (“DDT”). Many rivers are at risk because of run-off from 
pesticides and this results in much less fresh water being available to drink (Chandler 18).  
Lorrie Otto pushed for DDT to be banned after she observed that it killed birds in her 
community and threatened animals (Bartley).   
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For a book put the author’s last name 
and the page number where you found 
the information.  Do not put a comma.

For a website or 
article without an 
author put the first 2 
or 3 words of the 
title in quotation 
marks.

For a website or article 
with an author put just the 
author’s last name.

For a book with two authors 
put just the first author’s last 
name and the page number 
where you found the 
information.

If 2 or more 
sentences in a 
row come from 
the same 
source, only put 
the citation at 
the end of the 
last sentence. 

All citations should be 
in parenthesis located 
before the period. 



 Formatting your Bibliography: 
- Make sure that your sources are in alphabetical order by the first letter of the entry, not including “A” 

“An” or “The.” 
- Do NOT number or bullet the bibliography entries. 
- Do not indent the first line of the entry, but do indent all lines after that.  Do this by moving the 

bottom arrow on the blue formatting ruler in Microsoft Word. 
- For dates including the month use the following abbreviations: Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., May, June, July, 

Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec.



First Page Format: 

Transition Words: 

What It Expresses Sample Words Example Sentences

Contrast however, instead, rather, 
conversely, in contrast, on 
the contrary, on the other 
hand 

Ross Perot was a presidential 
candidate who energized voters in 
1992; however, few analysts saw 
him as a winner.

Additional Comments also, in addition, 
furthermore, likewise, 
similarly, moreover, 
indeed, in particular, in 
fact, more or most 
importantly, above all

Perot’s no-nonsense approach 
appealed to many people; in 
addition, he often scored points with 
quick one-liners.

Reasons/Results 
Cause/Effect

Therefore, thus, 
consequently, hence, as a 
result

Perot financed his own campaign; 
consequently, he could say anything 
he wanted.
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Ellington’s Adventures in Music and Geography 

In studying the influences of Latin American, African, and Asian music on modern 

American composers, music historians tend to discuss such figures as Aaron Copland, 



Rename or Restate earlier 
Points

Namely, specifically, for 
example, for instance, in 
other words

What bothered many voters was 
Perot’s quirkiness; for example, he 
entered the race, withdrew, and then 
reentered.


